CHAPTER XVII

THE FREEDMEN'S BUREAU AND CIVIL RIGHTS BILLS

ON January 5, 1866, Trumbull introduced two mea-
sures which engrossed public attention during the next
three months and enlarged the parting of the ways
between Congress and the President. These were the
Freedmen's Bureau Bill and the Civil Rights Bill The
former was a measure to continue in force and amend an
act of Congress already in operation, but which would
expire by limitation one year after the end of the war, and
which had been passed to provide for needy and homeless
whites, as well as blacks. It embraced also the temporary
disposition of abandoned lands. Under its operation
General Sherman had assigned some thousands of acres
of abandoned land to freedmen for the purpose of giving
them employment and enabling them to earn their own
living, and they were in actual possession. Of course, the
title to such lands would revert to the former owners,
whenever military rule should come to an end. The
Freedmen's Bureau Bill provided that in places where the
ordinary course of judicial proceedings had been inter-
rupted by the rebellion, and where any of the civil rights
enjoyed by white persons were denied to other persons
by reason of race, color, or previous condition of servi-
tude, the latter should be under military protection and
jurisdiction, which should be exercised by the Commis-
sioner of the Freedmen's Bureau under orders of the
President of the United States, and that any person, who,
under color of any state or local law or custom, should
infringe such rights, should be punished by fine or im-he
